Wesley Services — November 2011

Nov 6th 13th 20th 27th 4th Dec

10-30 am | Rev F Randall | Rev F Randall | Mr J Birch | Rev F Randall Mrs N

(HC) Williams
6-00 pm Rev F Randall Rev F Randall
(HC) (HC)

Vestry

The Christian missionary may preach the gos-
Nov 13th  Steve ?el to the poor naked heathen, but the spiri-
. ual heathen who populate Europe have as yet

20th H_|Iary heard nothing of Christianity.

27th  Lindsay Carl Jung
Dec 4th Margaret To be like Christ is to be a Christian.

11th Annette William Penn

18th Lindsay
p-m. 18th  Margaret

Nov 6th Margaret

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian
any more than going to a garage makes you
an automobile.

Door Billy Sunday

The Word of God well understood and relig-
iously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual
perfection. And we must not select a few fa-
vorite passages to the exclusion of others.
Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a
whole Christian.

Aiden Wilson Tozer

Nov 6th Marjorie and Paul
13th Jan and Allen
20th Connie and Janet
27th Mike and Sue
4th Dec Marjorie and Paul
11th Jan and Allen
18th Peter and Sheila

p.m. Marjorie and Paul We need to stop fighting Christian against

Christian. I have no time for anything but try-

ing to love other people. That is a full-time job.

Can welcoming stewards please ensure Anne Rice

that collection is organised.

The newsletter of Wesley Methodist Church, Carmarthen.
Minister : Rev Felicity Randall (Tel 01267 236004)
Contributions to John Birch by 20th of month please (email john3.17@btinternet.com)

4dh 1, Touch

"Wesley Methodist Church, Carmarthen November 2011

Just a thought

I am sure you cannot fail to have noticed
the furore surrounding the anti- capitalist
protesters who have been camped outside
St Paul’s Cathedral in London for the last
fortnight. Why the big upset?

There are not that many protesters, (and
certainly a good deal fewer at night) and
they are protesting about issues of justice
that just about all the main-line
denominations signed up to eons ago.

However this has been a high profile,
headline grabbing affair. First, for the first
time since the Second World War St
Paul’s shut its doors for almost a week
citing health and safety concerns, then the
prospect of the church taking legal action
was mooted to a chorus of disapproval.
Next came the resignations of senior
clerics, Canon Giles Fraser and then the
Dean himself Graeme Knowles.

What a muddle! However I have been
heartened by the comments in the last day
or two by Canon Pastor Rev Michael
Colclough. He was on the TV yesterday
morning responding to the criticisms that
the chapter (the ruling body of the
cathedral) had not acted properly in the
matter. The interviewer then picked up on
a slogan daubed on a sheet slung high
above one of the tents which read ‘What
would Jesus do?’

Colclough responded that Jesus would
speak to all parties involved in the dispute
and try to bring reconciliation. Later on
yesterday I noticed that the cathedral then
dropped the legal proceedings against the
protesters and in the hope of beginning a

constructive dialogue with them once
again.

Something else that Rev. Colclough said
was that, ‘Sometimes we make mistakes,
we then have the humility to say that, and
we set out on another path.’

As observers of this incident there are two
ways we could go with this. One is to join
in the throng of critics that say, ‘The
Cathedral staff should know better,
they’re ministers for goodness sake!” Or
we could go another way and remember
that those ministers are human and like it
or not humans make mistakes. Those same
humans have admitted their mistake have
said sorry and are taking another path, one
that hopefully will lead to reconciliation.

Today we will be thinking about prayer
right the way through our service, so
whatever our feelings about what is going
on in London, I hope that we are holding
every party involved (the protesters, the
cathedral staff, the London corporation as
well as the worshippers and visitors to St
Paul’s Cathedral) very much in our
prayers. Why? Because I have a feeling
that Jesus might have done just that.

Felicity

(Felicity's day off is Saturday)
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